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opinions, or to hold them fast to the religion by which
*those opinions are suggested ? My answer \vill do
me harm in the eyes of politicians. I believe that the
-sole effectual means which governments can employ
in order to have the doctrine of the immortality of the
soul duly respected, is ever to act as if they believed in
it themselves ; and I think that it is only by scrupulous
conformity to religious morality in great affairs that
they can hope to teach the community at large to
know, to love, and to observe it in the lesser concerns
of life, . . .
In those countries in which unhappily irreligion
and democracy coexist, the most important duty of
philosophers and of those in power is to be always
striving to place the objects of human actions far
beyond man's immediate range. Circumscribed by
the character of his country and his age, the moralist
must learn to vindicate his principles in that position,
.fie must constantly endeavour to show his contem-
poraries that, even in the midst of the perpetual
commotion around them, it is easier than they think
to conceive and to execute protracted undertakings.
He must teach them that, although the aspect of
mankind may have changed, the methods by which
men may provide for their prosperity in this world
are still the same ; and that among democratic
nations, as well as elsewhere, it is only by resisting a
thousand petty selfish passions of the hour that the
general and unquenchable passion for happiness can
be satisfied.
The task of those in power is not less clearly marked
out. At all times it is important that those who govern
Nations should act with a view to the future : but this
is even more necessary in democratic and sceptical
ages than in any others. By acting thus, the leading
men of democracies not only make public affairs